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WFAE: UP FRONT President’s Report by Eric Leonardson

World Listening Day 2015 “H2O”
Happening again on July 18th, this year’s theme for World
Listening Day is “H2O.” Water is essential for life. The global
water crisis means our soundscapes and life are at great risk.
Without safe, nourishing water both will disappear. This year’s
events include a global virtual forum. To learn more please visit
the World Listening Day web page. There, you may find and use
an online participation form to submit your projects and events.
And let’s remember, every day should be a world listening day.

Be sure to look over the calendar for other #WLD2015 events
and submission opportunities. For World Listening Day 2015

#WLD2015 Taylor & Francis is offering a limited time free downloads of my article “Sound
and Listening: Beyond the Wall of Broadcast Sound”

Soundscape: The Journal of Acoustic Ecology
The “Canacoustica: Canadian Perspectives on Environment and Sound,” 2014 edition
(Volume 14) of Soundscape: The Journal of Acoustic Ecology is printing. 2014 WFAE
members should be receiving your copy in the mail shortly thereafter. If you are a library
subscriber, please be assured that the WFAE journal is coming. We regret and apologize
for the delay. As a small group of volunteers coordinating across time zones, publishing a
high-quality scholarly journal every year is challenging. I can assure you it is on its way.

In an attempt to synchronize our publication cycle with annual membership, Volume 15 of
the journal will be published in fall 2015 with the theme title, “Sounds emergent: diverse
ecologies.” Its guest editor is Jay Needham from the American Society for Acoustic
Ecology. In addition, I am awaiting a decision by the WFAE Board on whether this volume
will be a digital edition instead of printed. In the interim, questions should be directed to
Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Phylis Johnson at soundscape-editor@wfae.net.

Along with the possible transition of the journal to a digital format, the WFAE’s website
and newsletter are transitioning to a new design.

Affiliates and Membership
From all around the world I encounter an exciting abundance of people and projects
concerned with acoustic ecology. They are too numerous to mention within this brief
report. However, concerning the growth of the WFAE I will say this, on my month-long
lecture/concert tour in Europe and the Balkans, I had the great pleasure of meeting Brane
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Zorman in Ljubljana, and again in Prague. Following our performances at Gallery Školská
28, we each presented in Listening Around the Corner, a mini-symposium with Peter
Cusack, Dagmar Šubrtová, Helena Štorchová, and Lloyd Dunn. We discussed the creation
of a Central European acoustic ecology network there with Miloš Vojt?chovský. I hope this
effort will result in a new WFAE affiliate organization to support acoustic ecology in this
region, partnered with our colleagues in Zagreb and Belgrade, where I was so warmly
received and supported.

Balance-Unbalance 2016 will be held on May 9-11, 2016 in Manizales, Colombia. Its call
for papers, artistic works and trans-disciplinary workshops will launch in July.

In Mexico, the Biosphere Soundscapes project is progressing through a partnership with
Fonoteca Nacional that will eventually see the Mexican Forum for Acoustic Ecology re-
established. The international call for the inaugural acoustic ecology residency in Mexico’s
Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve is now available at www.biospheresoundscapes.org.

In Portugal, the new WFAE Portuguese affiliate proposed in July 2014 will form in due
course. Elsewhere in Western Europe, over the past several months we have received
inquiries about forming affiliates and associations.

Many affiliates have started with only a small group of dedicated individuals. The WFAE
supports such efforts and welcomes your inquiries about starting an Affiliate Organization.
Also, please note that there is no requirement in the WFAE bylaws for Affiliate
Organizations to be based solely on geographic regions and boundaries. Professional
spheres of interest, for example, may also coalesce an active affiliate. To learn more about
the process, please view our suggested guidelines for Forming an Affiliate Organization or
contact the WFAE at wfae.organization@gmail.com.

To stay informed of these developments and share your own news, research, and sounds
with our glocal network, I invite you to subscribe to our email discussion list, “Like” and
post to our Facebook Page, and join the WFAE or one of its affiliate organizations.

Header Photo: "Impressionist Sky" from Hattiesburg, Mississippi (USA) by Kim Pluskota,
Artist & Designer.

TOP

http://skolska28.cz/en/listening-around-corner-18-6-2015-18-2130-tranzitdisplay
http://www.fonotecanacional.gob.mx/
http://www.biospheresoundscapes.org/
http://wfae.proscenia.net/affiliate/index.html
mailto:wfae.organization@gmail.com
http://wfae.proscenia.net/membership/ae-list.html
https://www.facebook.com/worldforumforacousticecology.wfae
http://wfae.proscenia.net/membership/index.html


03/01/2023, 10:17 Page 2 WFAE News

file:///Users/jessebudel/Downloads/drive-download-20230102T233339Z-001/2015/03_July_September/pages/2.htm 1/4

• Up Front

• WFAE News

• Sound Bites

• Feature

• Research and Projects

• Calendar

• Resources

• About the WFAE

 

WFAE: MEMBER NEWS

------------------------------------------------------------
Australian Forum for Acoustic Ecology (AFAE)
Report by Leah Barclay

The AFAE have been working on the development of our new virtual forum, an online
lecture series that will expand our existing meetings into a globally accessible format.
These virtual events are designed to engage with other WFAE affiliates, share new ideas,
facilitate collaborations and disseminate research outside of traditional conference
formats. Our AGM was the first trail of this format and we are launching our program for
2015 and 2016 soon. Please contact AFAE President Leah Barclay (leah@leahbarclay.com)
if you would like to present projects or research during the forum.  

Ros Bandt is currently touring her Trio Avium Birdsong project in Europe after a successful
launch in Australia. This project brings together the sounds of local Australian box
ironbark birds together with European birdsongs from Couperin to Biber and from the
troubadour Bornelh to Blavet. The Birdsong album is available via Hearing Places
(www.hearingplaces.com) an online umbrella for creative projects which unite sound and
place. 

Leah Barclay’s Biosphere Soundscape project has continued making international
connections with the project expanding across Mexico in 2015 in partnership with
Fonoteca Nacional. The inaugural acoustic ecology residency in Mexico’s Sian Ka’an
Biosphere Reserve has just launched an international call for participants available at
www.biospheresoundscapes.org  

Biosphere Soundscapes is a large-scale interdisciplinary project underpinned by the
creative possibilities of acoustic ecology, bioacoustics and rapidly evolving fields of biology
used to record environmental patterns and changes. This project is designed to inspire
communities across the world to listen to the environment and explore the value of sound
as a measure for environmental health in UNESCO Biosphere Reserves. 

Anthony Magen and a team of collaborators hosted numerous soundwalks during
Melbourne International Jazz Festival for the 5th consecutive year. Soundwalks occurred
throughout the Melbourne CBD and a collaboration with indigenous elder Uncle Larry
Walsh, Anthony Magen and Jim Denley in Footscray, Melbourne. 

Our friends at Liquid Architecture recently announce a very special co-commission with
Melbourne-based sound-art organisation Naturestrip (www.naturestrip.com). The
Naturestrip commission will be an ongoing program to support artists and musicians who
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critically engage questions of nature through the prism of sound and listening. The
inaugural recipient is Ben Kolaitis, known for his compelling and complex installations and
as a co-founder of Media Lab Melbourne and Handmade Music Festival. Ben's project will
unfold across late 2015 and will engage scientists from the Carlton Connect Initiative.

AFAE members have been actively participating in international events, including the
Balance-Unbalance 2015 Conference in Arizona which had an exceptional representation
from the international acoustic ecology community. 

The AFAE will be actively participating in World Listening Day 2015. We are planning
several projects in Queensland with a particular focus on river systems and the pacific
ocean. AFAE members are also hosting activities and presentations during the symposium
hosted as part of World Listening Day 2015 on WaterWheel. 

---------------------------------------------------------------
Canadian Association for Sound Ecology (CASE) 
Report by Carmen Braden

CASE is in the final preparations of two major projects.

“Audio Postcards” is a new project that CASE is initiating that will gather 1-2 minute audio
submissions that capture a place, moment, or region of Canada. The public call will be
released in early July. It will be open to international participation, with the only
requirement being that the sounds used were recorded within Canada. A teaser: “We are
open to sonic explorations of environmental data, weather, urban life, animals, or just the
sounds from your porch!” CASE will ensure that the WFAE affiliates and readership are
informed of the the public call when it is released.

The upcoming edition of the WFAE Soundscape Journal is print-ready and feature articles,
poetry, narrative and images about the Canadian soundscape. CASE is excited to be guest
editing this edition, titled "Canacoustica", and is looking forward to its upcoming release.

The CASE website is currently updating its audio archive to reflect past projects,
presentations and events. This will be the repository of CASE's contribution to the field of
sound ecology since it's inception featuring talks by Hildegard Westercamp, Barry Truax
and many other WFAE and acoustic ecology community members.

-----------------------------------------------------------
Finnish Society for Acoustic Ecology (FSAE)
2014-15 Report by Meri Kytö

The year 2014 will be a festive year for the Finnish Society for Acoustic Ecology.
Celebrating the 15 years of bringing people interested in soundscapes together in Finland
and after successfully completing several soundscape projects including Turku is listening,
Pirkanmaa soundscapes and European Acoustic Heritage the FSAE is even more exited to
start with a new challenge.

Our new project Transforming Finnish Soundscapes (2014–2015) received funding from
the Finnish Cultural Foundation, a private trust dedicated to promoting art, science and
other fields of intellectual and cultural endeavor in Finland. The project will continue the
One Hunderd Finnish Soundscapes project that the FSAE organized a decade ago. One
Hundred Finnish Soundscapes was a three-year (2004–2006) project on collecting,
documenting, researching and archiving soundscapes within Finnish geographical borders.
The project explored the qualitative aspects of the sound environments including the
experiences of the people living within their sonic environments. In doing so, the project
increased the awareness of the soundscape and underlined the importance of it for the
individuals and communities. The qualitative and multiple meanings attached to
environmental sounds were also brought into discussion.  

Transforming Finnish Soundscapes will continue but not restrict itself to the
aforementioned themes. The major streams to work on within the new project will be
charting, documenting and archiving soundscapes, pedagogical actions on issues of the
sonic environment and the questions of the availability of the documented soundscapes. 
The project starts off with a nationwide writing competition with the aim to collect stories
of environmental sounds. Of major importance will be to gather individual and collective
knowledge attached to sounds of the given place or situations such as in nature, rural
areas and cities and as well in everyday live and festive situations. The project also
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enables the diachronic comparison with the field material collected ten years ago. The
applications offered by digital media such as websites and portable recording devices will
be utilized in collecting and presenting the data. The TFS will adapt the map application
made for the Turku is listening project, add recordings, descriptions and interviews to the
archives together with pedagogical actions and academic research.

Transforming Finnish Soundscapes will be organized by The Finnish Society for Acoustic
Ecology in collaboration with Sibelius Academy, University of Eastern Finland, Tampere
University of Applied Sciences, the Finnish Literature Society and the Finnish Broadcasting
Company.  

-----------------------------------------------------------
Hellenic Society for Acoustic Ecology (HSAE) 
2014-15 Report

The 3rd Hellenic National Conference on Acoustic Ecology was held in Athens, Greece in
the beginning of the summer (June 28 - 30, 2014). It was a great success! The Museum
of History of Athens University, situated on the hill of Acropolis, functioned as an oasis in
the middle of the noisy capital of Greece and contributed to the success of the conference.
More than 100 participants, including some old friends and graduates of the Ionian
University, attended a rich program of presentations, workshops, soundwalks and a
concert. We would like to thank the director of the museum... the museum staff, the team
of volunteer students and alumni and our new member Professor Nikolas Tsaftaridis from
the Department of Primary Education at the University of Athens for their contributions to
the success of the conference. We would like to welcome the new members of the HSAE
who joined our society in the context of the conference.  The proceedings of this
conference, in Greek with abstracts in English, are available online.
 
The general assembly of the HSAE was also held during the last day of the conference and
the new board members were elected. The new Board includes Kostas Paparrigopoulos
(Chair), Andreas Mniestris (Vice  Chair),  Katerina Tzedaki (Secretary), Kimon
Papadimitriou (Treasurer), Ioanna Etmektsoglou (Advisor) and Iannis Zannos and
Alexandra Theogianni (Members). The first main project of the new Board has been the
publication of the Conference Proceedings as a free eBook, with the assistance of our
member Dimitris Sarris.  Ioanna Etmektsoglou wrote a book entitled Basic Terminology of
Acoustic Ecology for Children and Adults: the Soundscape and the Meanings of Sounds.  It
is written in a very attractive answer-question form, and it will be an excellent support for
children educators... but not only! This book can be downloaded as a free eBook here.
 
Hellenic Society for Acoustic Ecology supports the "Sound: Environment, Human, Culture"
network, an effort to enforce collaboration between university research and primary
education. Some objectives of this scientific-educational network are: educational material
production, didactics with field research on sound, inter-school and inter-educator
communication about sound in education.
 
Finally, we congratulate our member Nefta-Eleftheria Votsi for winning the European
Soundscape Award 2014 - runner-up prize, with the proposal for a practical, low-cost,
"methodology to identify Quiet Areas (QAs)". Read more about it here!

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Japanese Association for Soundscape Ecology (JASE)
2014-15 Report

The Soundscape Association of Japan (parent organization of JASE) held the following
events in 2014 - 2015: Soundscape Workshop in Mizusawa: Soundscape of Tea Song and
Tea Plantation in Yokkaichi, Mie; the 2014 General Meeting and Symposium, held at the
University of Tokyo at Kashiwa; the 2014 Spring Research Seminar in the Faculty of
Agriculture at the University of Tokyo; a regular meeting: Soundwalk in Daikakuji Temple,
Nakaso Falls and Arashiyama, Kyoto; the 2014 Autumn Research Seminar at Kanazawa
Institute of Technology; the 2015 General Meeting and Symposium at the College of
Industrial Technology, Nihon University; the 2015 Spring Research Seminar at Aoyama
Gakuin University in Tokyo, and a regular meeting "Town Development (based on the
soundscape) scheduled at Horuto Hall Oita, June 13th.  The 2014 Hirosaki University
International Symposium “Proposing a New Music Education View through Non-European
Sound Practices” was held October 18-19, 2014 at Hirosaki University in Aomori. The
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Conference Proceedings (a blind reviewed book) will be published soon by the Hirosaki
University Press. Contact: Tadahiko Imada
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