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WFAE: UP FRONT

WFAE Chair Report: by Hill H. Kobayashi.

My deepest condolences to the victims of Japanese earthquake.

When the massive earthquake hit on March 11, I was in Tokyo , lying in bed, a little
exhausted after having worked all night long. The quake started with a weak vibration and
low frequency sound (listen), but them became so powerful that it promptly jolted me
fully awake. I expected it to eventually stop as usual. However, this time it was different.
Everything slid off the table. Pans, plates and utensils were clashing with each other and
fell from the kitchen cabinet. A tall mirror, hung on the wall, swayed and almost fell.

The shock wave shook the whole building from its foundation up. At that moment, the
collapsed buildings of the 1995 Kobe earthquake flashed across my mind. I walked on my
hands and knees and opened the front door to secure a means for evacuation. After I
confirmed the safety of family members by cell phone I watched the unfolding events on
television.

Cell phone interruption and power blackouts began soon after the quake. For sometime
we lost all communication. It was a real "Dialog in the Dark" outside after sundown.

All factories and stores suspended their activities with the dark, even dogs on the streets
seemed to sense the unusual atmosphere and did not bark. Police officers were standing
in the middle of intersections for flag signaling, guided by the headlights of fire trucks.
People crossing the intersection offeres "thanks" to the officers. Many walked home in
silence.

The cashier and staff at the grocery store used flashlights to assist customers with
purchases. A small radio behind the casher broadcast the voice of the Japanese Emperor
who was cheering up the whole nation in the dark. It was like the ending day of the World
War II, which I have only learned about in history books. I had never seen such warm
interactions in city life. Outside the store, when I looked up the night sky, stars were
shining more brightly, more brightly than ever seen here in Tokyo.

Elsewhere the situation was devastating.

Miki Endo, a worker in the town office of Minamisanriku, North East Japan, went on the air
and began warned residents to evacuate to higher ground over the community wireless
system after the quake. "Please run away fast!" She continued announcing even when the
tsunami engulfed the building where she worked. Miko's efforts saved thousands of lives
during the tsunami. She remains missing.
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It is hard to see the whole picture of the disaster's impact, especially
since the quake's devistation varies by location. We can only keep
moving forward, never stopping.

This disaster has brought many serious issues regarding safety to
worldwide attention. I sincerely ask each one of us to rethink about
our mission of WFAE, there definitely will be the work only us, the
WFAE, can best help. (Photo: Community Wireless System contributed
by Hill H. Kobayashi)

~~~~~~

October 3-7, 2011 World Forum for Acoustic Ecology Conference
Ionian University, Corfu, Greece
Keynote Speakers: R. Murray Schafer, Hildegard Westerkamp, Katharine Norman,
Christopher W. Clark, and Allen S. Weiss
   "Crossing listening paths’ is the main theme of the Conference of the World Forum for
Acoustic Ecology, which will take place at the Department of Music of the Ionian University
in Corfu, Greece from 3-7 of October 2011. The conference will be endorsed by the World
Forum for Acoustic Ecology and the Hellenic Society for Acoustic Ecology, will be organized
and co-sponsored by the Department of Music of the Ionian University and the
Electroacoustic Music Research and Applications Laboratory (EPHMEE) of the Ionian
University, and will be supported by the Computer Music Laboratory of the Department of
Music Technology and Acoustics of the Technological and Educational Institute of Crete.
More information will be available on the conference site: www.akouse.gr/wfae2011/

Call for Conference Scientific and Artistic Contributions. Proposals are invited for
roundtable discussions, workshops, papers/posters, compositions/artistic contributions,
relating to, but not limited to the main theme of the 2011 WFAE Conference in Corfu,
Greece (October 3-7) . A small number of the submitted papers will also be selected for
inclusion in the forthcoming issue of the Soundscape Journal (see below), which will share
the conference theme, "Crossing Listening Paths". The official language of the conference
will be English. Read about submitting work and deadlines.

Call For Soundscape Journal Submissions: The Hellenic Society for Acoustic Ecology,
in collaboration with the Editorial Committee of the Soundcape: The Journal of Acoustic
Ecology, invite submissions for the next issue of the Journal. The theme of the upcoming
issue of the Soundscape Journal will be "Crossing Listening Paths" in correspondence
with the theme of the 2011 WFAE Conference (above). Given the complexities of
contemporary soundscapes and the multiplicity of scientific and artistic fields interested in
their understanding and/or improvement, emphasis is placed on different ways of listening
and communicating within and across fields. Read about submitting work and deadlines.

~~~~~~

Which Newsletter Format Do You Prefer? Regular WFAE Newsletter readers will
recognized a change of format with this issue. This is a trial edition and your opinion
about it is important. Take a moment to complete the POLL below. Do you prefer the (A)
Single page newspaper format that we have used for several years. Or do you prefer the
(B) Magazine format exemplified by this issue of the newsletter? Vote and submit your
choice. Thank you! (Send additional comments to wfae.organization@gmail.com )

A B POLL

http://www.akouse.gr/wfae2011/
http://www.akouse.gr/wfae2011/
http://www.akouse.gr/AkousE/intro.html
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WFAE: AFFILIATE REPORTS

Report: Australian Forum for Acoustic Ecology (ASAE). Submitted by Anthony
Magen.

The AFAE is preparing for a busy winter with
some novel inclusions into programs and
festivals where there seems to be a an evolving

awareness of listening and how we can develop as a culture through listening with
awareness.

Recently, a 'listening clan' of community sound recordists went on a sound walk in
Bermagui Nature Reserve. The group was led by Bermagui local Chris Franks and AFAE
members Madeleine Flynn and Tim Humphrey as part of the 2012 Four Winds Festival. 
This is the first of a series of community sound walks planned by Madeleine and Tim, to
build a sonic picture of what life is like in and around Bermagui. Listen here.

This year the Melbourne international Jazz Festival will be hosting a series of Evening
Soundwalks to discover Melbourne's distinctive sonic landscape. This is a free event for
the public and is a conspicuous inclusion and shall provide the AFAE with a public presence
that will encourage deeper and more considered approaches to sound and the
understanding of contemporary music. They will be a simple and potent contrast to the
traditional music festival punters experience.

The Melbourne Open House phenomenon has invited the AFAE to participate in their
program this year and it is an exciting inclusion to an event that is well supported by
Melbourne residents and shall provide an interesting series of walks throughout the day
an night of the 30-31st July, facilitated by AFAE members.

Finally, there is a Conference taking place at ANU in the centenary year of the
Australasian Antarctic Expedition led by Sir Douglass Mawson. The Conference will look at
collaborative work including the sonic medium  with creative arts and other disciplines.
It will highlight the importance of sound (or lack of it) and music as part of the unique
Antarctic environment, and the papers presented will encompass all of the creative arts.
Douglas Quinn will be in Australia for this event and we hope to bring him to Melbourne
and present his work to the Melbourne community.

Report: Canadian Association for Soundscape Ecology (CASE). Submitted by David
Paquette.

On April 2, 2011, members of CASE-ACES and its Board of Directors met at the New
Adventures in Sound Art space, Wychwood Barns, in Toronto, Ontario, for the Annual
General Meeting. After discussing previous events and approving the financial reports for
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2006 to 2010, the previous Board was dissolved
and new Board members were nominated. The
Executive Board is as follows: Andrea Dancer as
Chairperson, David Paquette is Vice-Chair, a
new position voted on at the AGM. Nadene
Thériault-Copeland will remain on the Board in
the position of Secretary during this transitional

year, while Kristie Taylor is now the Treasurer. The Board members are Audrey Churgin,
Hector Centeno, Eric Powell and Scott Smallwood. We have the beginnings of nation-wide
representation -- West Coast, East Coast and parts in between.

The 2011 Board Members recognize Nadene's commitment and passion in building CASE
over many years as Chair, and that she is passing on an organisation filled with potential.
Thank you, Nadene!

The current 2011 Board is committed to further developing CASE and to working diligently
to strengthen its membership. Hector Centeno has designed a new website that will
comprise a public forum where the CASE membership can post news about their acoustic
ecology activities . These are just the beginning of an exciting year, and with a brand new
Facebook page and a Twitter account, the organisation's online presence is growing. Also,
audio materials from past retreats and conferences will be available online, in French and
English -- an important archive for the acoustic ecology community.

These are exciting times for CASE-ACES! With renewed energy and drive, we are taking
our place in the Canadian Acoustic Ecology scene. Stay tuned for more!

CASE online:
case@acousticecology.ca
http://www.acousticecology.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/CanadianAssociationForSoundEcology
Twitter: @CASE_ACES

Report: Japanese Association for Sound Ecology (JASE). Submitted by Masami Yuki.

The Soundscape Association of Japan (SAJ) is
going to hold its annual symposium on
Saturday, May 14, at Yamanashi Prefectural
University in Kofu, Yamanashi. With the overall
theme of “(Re-)Introduction to Soundscape,”
the symposium intends to discuss the ideas and
practices of soundscape from different

approaches, explore its interdisciplinary nature and ways in which those who are
interested in soundscape can work in a more interdisciplinary and cooperative ways.
Speakers will include Shin-ya Daimon, Kazuya Ishide, and Makoto Morinaga, who work on
topics of soundscape in sociology, education, and music education respectively.
         Additionally, we will have a special report from Koji Nagahata, who has been
researching the soundscapes of Fukushima, in regard to the recent compound disaster of
earthquake and tsunami, as well as the crisis of the Fukushima nuclear plant.
     Also, on May 7, a week before the symposium, SAJ will hold a seminar focusing on the
recent disaster and soundscape study. Through discussing issues such as how soundscape
study can contribute to individual and societal recovery from the mega disaster of 3.11,
the seminar intends to explore what SAJ can do in this present uncertain situations and
beyond.

Report: Hellenic Society for Acoustic Ecology (HSAE).
Submitted by Ioanna Etmektsoglou. The Hellenic Society for
Acoustic Ecology, in collaboration with the Editorial Committee
of the Soundcape: The Journal of Acoustic Ecology, invite
submissions for the next issue of the Journal. The theme of the
upcoming issue of the Soundscape Journal will be "Crossing
Listening Paths" in correspondence with the theme of the

2011 WFAE Conference which will take place in Corfu, Greece (October 3-7). Given the
complexities of contemporary soundscapes and the multiplicity of scientific and artistic
fields interested in their understanding and/or improvement, emphasis is placed on
different ways of listening and communicating within and across fields. Read More.

mailto:case@acousticecology.ca
http://www.acousticecology.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/CanadianAssociationForSoundEcology
http://www.saj.gr.jp/jase/jase.html
http://www.akouse.gr/AkousE/intro.html
http://www.akouse.gr/AkousE/intro.html
file:///Users/jessebudel/Downloads/WFAE%20Newsletters/2011/03_May_June/downloads/call_soundscape.pdf
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Posting: Finish Society for Acoustic Ecology (FSAE.) Meri
Kytö. Two research / field blogs of the project "Soundscapes
and cultural Sustainability", a continuation project of the Five
Village Soundscapes (1975) and Acoustic Environments in
Change (2000), have been opened. The first (daily updates
starting from today) is from Dollar, Scotland by Heikki Uimonen
and the other (daily updates starting next week) is from

Cembra, Italy by Noora Vikman. Comments from all readers/listeners are more than
welcome!

Report: American Society for Acoustic Ecology (ASAE) Edited by Andrea Polli. The
ASAE currently has five chapters each with its individual report as follows:

Midwest Society for Acoustic Ecology (MSAE) -
submitted by Eric Leonardson, ASAE President.
Midwest Society for Acoustic Ecology member
Jay Needham has accepted the position of MSAE

chapter representative on the board of American Society for Acoustic Ecology. Jay is a
media artist and Associate Professor in the Communications Department at Southern
Illinois University. His work engages the ecology, memory, and narratives of place in
diverse environments such as Antarctica, the U.S. Department of Energy's Hanford Site,
and the Panama Canal Zone. He has an extensive history of international exhibitions and
broadcasts employing film, video, sound installations, and works for radio. On April 2nd
Jay curated An Evening of Radio Art and Surround Sound Works for The 2011 Outside the
Box Festival of New Music in Carbondale, Illinois. The Moe Lab Theatre on the Southern
Illinois University campus was converted into an octophonic listening space that
accommodated the audience of eighty that evening. Works by Dinah Bird, Jean-Phillippe
Renoult, Anna Friz, Barry Truax, Zoe Irvine, Ron Coulter and Jay Needham were played.
The evening also featured a special live performance by Eric Leonardson. Listen and watch
examples of Jay's own work online.

The final and fourth edition of the World Listening Project’s mini-series for Framework
Radio was broadcast on Sunday, April 24. With the title “Worlds Unheard” this show was
produced by MSAE member Gregory O’Drobinak who assembled a fascinating collection of
recordings of natural (and supernatural) phenomena brought into the range of human
hearing through special transducers and lesser-known techniques. The program can be
downloaded and heard as a podcast from the Framework Radio website.

The MSAE will conduct a Soundwalk at the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore on Saturday,
May 21 at 1:00 p.m. Participation is free to the public. Location: Paul H. Douglas Center
for Environmental Education, 20 N Lake Street in Miller, Indiana 46403.

MSAE member Paul Dickinson has announced the Eighth annual Nature Sound Recordists
Campout will happen Wednesday June 1–Sunday June 5, 2011, in the Seney National
Wildlife Refuge, Germfask, Michigan. To participate please contact Paul Dickinson
<pd@goshyes.com>, or David Michael <david.michael@gmail.com>. For Spring 2011, a
group will be gathering at the Seney National Wildlife Refuge. Established in 1935, the
Seney NWR is located in the east-central portion of Michigan's Upper Peninsula, half way
between Lake Superior and Lake Michigan. The Refuge encompasses 95,238 acres; the
Seney Wilderness Area, which contains the Strangmoor Bog National Natural Landmark,
comprising 25,150 acres, or 26 percent of the Refuge. Located in northern Schoolcraft
County, the Refuge is removed from major population centers. The site will be at the peak
of the Spring neotropical bird migration.

On April 16 MSAE member and ASAE president Eric Leonardson travelled to Cork, Ireland
for the Just Listen series of sound art events, April 15—30, hosted by the National
Sculpture Factory and curated by Danny McCarthy and Sean Taylor. Eric spoke about the
World Listening Project at the Cork School of Music and participated in a panel discussion
with Anne Bean, Michael Prime, Stephen Vitiello, Paul Hagerty, David Toop, and Sabine
Breitsameter; moderated by The Wire’s editor Anne Hilde Neset. Following a telematic
performance by Pauline Oliveros and John Godfrey, Eric gave a solo performance on his
electroacoustic Springboard. The next day he lead an earcleaning workshop and
soundwalk.

The MSAE and World Listening Project are planning the 2011 World Listening Day on

http://www.akueko.com/
http://dollarsoundscapes.blogspot.com/
http://suonidicembra.blogspot.com/
http://acousticecology.us/2010/10/new-asae-website/
http://mwsae.org/
http://www.wavespace.org/
http://www.frameworkradio.net/


08/01/2023, 00:04 Page 2 AFFILIATE REPORTS

file:///Users/jessebudel/Downloads/WFAE Newsletters/2011/03_May_June/pages/2.htm 4/5

Monday, July 18. Events will continue during the week of July 17, 2011. The level of
participation in 2010 was amazing. We would like to double or even triple the number of
participants worldwide this time. To participate, please email <worldlistening@
gmail.com> and include “World Listening Day” in the subject line.

~~~~~~~

New York Society for Acoustic Ecology (NYSAE). Submitted by NYSAE Chair Edmund
Mooney
NYSAE Members Jamie Davis and Edmund Mooney are very excited to be leading walks as
part of Todd Shalom’s Elastic City 2011 Summer Programming. Jamie Davis will be joined
by ASAE VP Andrea Polli to lead a tour of NYC’s City Island performing a series of
‘anthropological field studies’ with participants on July 3rd and 5th. See the Elastic City
web site for more details on these and other tours.

Edmund Mooney is creating a multi-channel sensor driven installation called “Hall…Ways”
to be installed at Barnard College. The installation will explore hyperbolizing mundane
institutional acoustic design.

NYSAE’s Giant Ear))) has a new time slot on Saturday mornings on Free 103’s new FM
station WGXC 90.7-FM. Archival shows will be played interspersed with new programming.

NYSAE Member Jonny Farrow has a new regular slot for The Distract and Disable Program
hosted by Glue Banta (Jonny) on WGXC. The show runs the third Saturday of the month
from 12-1pm EDT. Glue Banta is a disembodied voice, a non-sense name intended to be
an invocation to open the subconscious to non-reality; an imaginary and immersive space
for the listener; a place where ghosts manifest, aliens walk among us, systems fail and
organisms mutate. The program is a performance derived from many different sources:
vinyl, cassette tape, digital audio files, live radio, various texts, film soundtracks from
DVD, and paranoid internet ramblings, which are subsequently manipulated through
various analog and digital means. Playlists and other program related documents/links can
be found on the Distract and Disable blog.

Member Arline Bronzaft is co-author of Why Noise Matters, A Worldwide Perspective on
the Problems, Policies and Solutions by John Stewart with Francis McManus, Arline
Bronzaft, Nigel Rodgers and Val Weedon (Read More).

~~~~~~~

The Southwest Society for Acoustic Ecology (SWSAE). Submitted by Brandon Mechtley.
Members of the SWSAE at Arizona State University are currently working on several
exciting projects. Brandon Mechtley is working developing a software suite called Sirens
for environmental sound manipulation and organization, hoping to help automating
several of the processes involved in soundscape studies. Additionally, soundwalks.org, a
web mapping tool for realtime exploration of soundscapes is aiming for an official release
this Summer.

The Laptop Orchestra of Arizona State, represented by ASAE member Diana Siwiak, is
currently composing large-scale soundscape pieces using and manipulating found sounds.
They will be hosting Perry Cook on April 27th to fine tune these pieces for several
upcoming performances. Their work can be followed on Facebook. A mailing list is also
available.

SWSAE member/ASAE VP Andrea Polli has co-authored a book length collection of essays
coming out on Intellect Press this fall called Far Field: Digital Culture, Climate Change and
the Poles. She will be presenting in a panel on Sound Structures at Art Chicago on April
30th and will be in residence in at AUT in Auckland for the month of June through the
Fullbright Specialist Program and an artist-in-residence at the Grand Canyon National Park
in August.

~~~~~~~

Pacific Northwest Society for Acoustic Ecology (PNWSAE). Submitted by Chris DeLaurenti
The Pacific Northwest Society for Acoustic Ecology is now on Facebook

~~~~~~~

Bay Area Sound Ecology (BASE)
Please visit BASE the web at www.basoundecology.org.

http://www.nyacousticecology.org/
http://www.eleastic-city.com/
file:///Users/jessebudel/Downloads/WFAE%20Newsletters/2011/03_May_June/pages/6.htm
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http://www.basoundecology.org/
http://www.basoundecology.org/
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